
 

Visit us on our new Facebook page for info on  
upcoming events and inspirational quotes! 

“Ramakrishna Vedanta Centre of Queensland” 

This year has been another rewarding year for the Ramakrishna Vedanta     
Centre of Queensland. 
 
Of  course the challenging start to the year with the floods saw many in the 
community reach out and lend a hand to their  neighbours. We saw courage, 
and uplifting scenes of hope, and human kindness. 
 
The Centre was able to make a contribution to the Premier’s Flood appeal 
which we hope was able to help many people. 
 

We have held some very successful events this year whether it was the Annual events or the Vedanta picnic, 
they have all been  well attended and able to deliver a fantastic result for our member community. We 
could not have achieved such a wide and varied   calendar of activities without the strong support of Swami 
Sridharanandaji and Swami Atmeshandandaji. We are truly grateful for the ongoing inspiration, dedication 
and for recharging or spiritual batteries regularly, 
 
At this year’s AGM, Swami Sridharanandaji announced that Brisbane will have it own Swami in 2012 and  
further announced that we will be blessed to have Swami Atmeshandandaji. We were so delighted and    
embrace this wonderful initiative that will see the  Brisbane centre grow and prosper. We will work side by 
side with Swami Atmeshanandaji to help deliver the objectives of the Vedanta movement. 
 
There are still manay initiatives that the committee wish to undertake going forward and for this we seek 
your assistance -whether  it be your prayers, your time or your financial contribution, these are all things 
that can help the committee deliver more outcomes  that will not only benefit you and your family but    
generations to come. 
 
As the year comes to an end, I would like thank Swami Sridharanandaji and Swami Atmeshandandaji for 
their love, continuing and   close attention, their spiritual guidance and their leadership. 
 
I would also like to thank the hard working members of our committee and the many volunteers that have 
helped us this year meeting our goals. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you early next year for our first event, Kalpataru Day on 1 January. 
 
On the meantime have a safe and Happy Christmas and best wishes for a Happy 2012. 
 
Maha Sinnathamby 
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Dear All, 
 
We had a working bee session (Sun 11 Sept.) at our ashram.  It was attended by five devotees (Dr. 
Naidu, Mr. Indra Rajah, Ms. Vicky and Ms. Parames).  I can understand that everyone will not be able to 
attend every year.  As usual both the ladies has done wonderful job inside the ashram and on behalf of 
the committee, I would like to thank them for their commitment and dedication towards the ashram 
activities. 
 
Due to limited number of persons, we could not do outside work as much as I planned to                    
complete.  The following tasks have been completed 
 
(1)    Cleaning of Pool 
 
(2)    Cleaning our drive ways and all around the house 
 
(3)    The fans have been tested and seems working, and agreed to change the regulator to one of them 
 
(4)    Indra Rajah will attend to low voltage lighting work across the drive way during next three weeks                                                                                                            
and we agreed to pay expenses for the material 
 
(5)    All the inside ashram is fully cleaned 
 
(6)    We also had detailed discussion/post-mortem of our annual function event and agreed to develop                 
some guidelines which could be used for future meetings.  
 
Dr. Naidu has organised quotes for electrical work.  To fix all the work, it is going to cost us                  
approximately $1200.  At this stage we have $50 from one donor and I appreciate if someone would 
like to contribute towards this expenditure. 
 
No plantation work took place due to the low number of people, however it is going to be the main       
activity during the next working bee.   
 
 
Best regards, 
 
Prasad Yarlagadda. 

Routine Activities held at the Ramakrishna Vedanta Centre Ashram 
Daily Activities 

1. Morning Arati and Meditation: Everyday 7:00 - 7:30 am 

2. Evening Vesper Service and Devotional songs:  Weekdays 7:00 pm, Weekends 6.30 pm 
Monthly Prayer Meeting 

Held on the First Saturday of each Month unless otherwise noted: 

Satsang conducted by visiting Swami Atmeshananda and a shared vegetarian dinner 
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Vedanta Centre of Qld would graciously accept any amount as donation 

 
Bank Details:   BSB: 064 173  Account No: 10409702    
Branch:    Commonwealth Bank Mt Ommaney Branch 
Account Name:  Vedanta Centres of Sydney Reference: Your name and preferred  project 

 
Cheques should be made  payable to Vedanta Centres of Sydney and send to:  

Address:  181 Burbong St, Chapel Hill 4069 
   
Enquiries:      Rajah   (Treasurer)              0402 290 607 
     Jayshree  (Asst Treasurer)     32884903 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The best personal habit you’ll ever develop 
When one does something on a daily basis, they develop a habit.                                                 

How many habits can you think of that is more gratifying than the gracious habit of giving to 
the cause of Hinduism and the Ramakrishna Ashram? 

ASHRAM MORTGAGE  PAYMENTS 

Option 1 Daily Mortgage Payment $ 115 

Option 2 Weekly Mortgage Payment $ 800 

Option 3 Monthly Mortgage Payment $ 3500 

ASHRAM MAINTAINANCE PAYMENTS 
Your Donations Are Also Needed For These Maintenance  Items 

Fixing 2 ceiling fans & electrical work Estimated Cost $ 500 

Top floor bathroom renovation Estimated Cost $ 2500 

Landscaping maintenance Estimated Cost $ 500 

Regular Donation Option  Dollar A Day $ 365 

How you can Help 
The Ashram is growing  and aiming to cater  for all  member  needs. We  could  use  your  

help to help us  make the Ashram convenient and comfortable. Please donate generously to 
the upkeep and maintenance of our Ashram.  DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.   

 
THESE ARE THE WAYS IN WHICH YOU CAN HELP 
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God Lived with Them:  
Life Stories of Sixteen Monastic Disciples of Ramakrishna  

 By Swami Chetanananda  
 

 

Ramakrishna’s incredible aptitude for inner experience and his discovery of the 

mystic unity of religions are well known. Here are the stories of the finest flowers of 

his spiritual garden. Five of Ramakrishna’s monastic disciples lived and worked in 

the West for periods of up to twenty-five years. They built bridges between the an-

cient and modern worlds and laid the foundation of India’s largest philanthropic 

and monastic organization. 

      

 

                                           Reviews 
 

God Lived With Them is a masterful blend of scholarship and devotion. What ’s more, it has a subtle 

transformative power that lifted me to a state of exquisite joy. And why not? I had been in the company of 

sixteen spiritual giants who charge the pages from beginning to end with the divine fervor that Rama-

krishna awakened in them. Don’t miss this wonderful book.  

- Irene Petryszak, Yoga International  

 

 

Told in a lively, fresh manner, these are intimate accounts of courageous lives dedicated to selfless ser-

vice and attainment of the highest Goal - Liberation. No spiritual library will be complete without this 

fascinating account of modern Vedic mysticism.  

- Light of Consciousness  

 

 

Congratulations on this very fine volume...To know more about Sri Ramakrishna and to see the impact of 

his life and message on his early disciples is a great resource for all of us who care about the spiritual 

life.  

- Francis X. Clooney, S.J., Theology Department, Boston College  

 

 

Swami Chetanananda’s new book offers revealing sketches of sixteen of Ramakrishna’s monastic disci-

ples that testify to their Master’s great powers as a religious teacher.  

- Carl T. Jackson, author of The Oriental Religions and American Thought  

 

 

Many delightful and, to this reviewer, new stories and quotations await the reader of this book. Some are 

moving and deeply profound. Others give a human, often amusing dimension which rounds out these full-

bodied portraits. In a short time one feels touched by the particular personality of each disciple, and of-

ten when death comes, a painful loss, as of an old friend, is felt.  

- American Vedantist  

Reference: Vedanta Society of St. Louis 

Our bookstore has a great collection of books on spirituality and holistic living for all ages.  Books are     

available on various topics such as, meditation,  yoga, concentration of the mind, eternal happiness, moral 

stories for children and many more. Please visit our book store or email  the Centre for further enquires. 
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The following essay has been translated from Bengali and is reproduced from Swami                

Vivekananda’s Complete Works, 6: 181-86. 

For the Hindus, by the word “Shastras” is meant the Vedas 
which are without beginning or end. In matters of religious duty 

the Vedas are for them the only capable authority. 

The Puranas and other religious scriptures are all denoted by 

the word "Smriti". And their authority goes so far as they follow 

the Vedas and do not contradict them. 

Truth is of two kinds: (1) that which is known through the five 

ordinary senses we humans have, and by reasoning based 
thereon; (2) that which is known through the subtle,             

supersensuous power of Yoga. 

Knowledge acquired by the first means is called science; and 

knowledge acquired by the second is called the Vedas. 

The whole body of supersensuous truths, having no beginning or end, and called by 

the name of the Vedas, is ever-existent. The Creator Himself is creating, preserving, and 

destroying the universe with the help of these truths. 

The person in whom this supersensuous power is manifested is called a Rishi, and the 

supersensuous truths that he or she realizes by this power are called the Vedas. 

This Rishihood, this power of supersensuous perception of the Vedas, is real religion. 
And as long as this does not develop in our lives, so long is religion a mere empty word 

to us, and it is to be understood that we have not taken 

yet the first step in religion. 

The authority of the Vedas extends to all ages, climes 

and persons; that is to say, their application is not con-

fined to any particular place, time, and persons. 

The Vedas are the only exponent of the universal    
religion. 

Although the supersensuous vision of truths is to be met with in some measure in our 
Puranas and Itihasas and in the religious scriptures of other races, still the fourfold scrip-

ture known among the Aryan race as the Vedas being the first, the most complete, and 

the most undistorted collection of spiritual truths, deserve to occupy the highest place 

among all scriptures, command the respect of all nations of the earth, and furnish the 
rationale of all their respective scriptures. 

With regard to the whole Vedic collection of truths discovered by the Aryan race, this 
also has to be understood that those portions alone which do not refer to purely secular 

matters and which do not merely record tradition or history, or merely provide incentives 

to duty, form the Vedas in the real sense. 

“...the Vedas being the first, 

the most complete, and the 
most undistorted collection of 

spiritual truths, deserve to 

occupy the highest place 

among all scriptures, com-
mand the respect of all na-

tions of the earth...” 
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The Vedas are divided into two portions, the Jnana-kanda (knowledge-portion) 

and the Karma-kanda (ritual-portion). The ceremonies and the fruits of the Karma-

kanda are confined within the limits of the world of Maya, and therefore they have 

been undergoing and will undergo transformation according to the law of change 
which operates through time, space, and personality. 

Social laws and customs likewise, being based on this Karma-kanda, have been 

changing and will continue to change hereafter. Minor social usages also will be 

recognized and accepted when they are compatible with the spirit of the true  

scriptures and the conduct and example of holy sages. But blind allegiance only to 

usages such as are repugnant to the spirit of the Shastras and the conduct of holy 
sages has been one of the main causes of the downfall of the Aryan race. 

It is only the Jnana-kanda, or Vedanta, that has for all time commanded 

recognition for leading people across Maya and bestowing salvation on them 

through the practice of Yoga, Bhakti, Jnana, or selfless work; and as its    

validity and authority remain unaffected by any limitations of time, place or 
persons, it is the only exponent of the universal and eternal religion for all 

humanity. 

The Samhitas of Manu and other sages, following the lines laid down in the 

Karma-kanda, have mainly ordained rules of conduct conducive to social  

welfare, according to the exigencies of time, place, and persons. The Puranas 

etc. have taken up the truths imbedded in the Vedanta and have explained 
them in detail in the course of describing the exalted life and deeds of     

Avataras and others. Moreover, in order to teach us, they have each        

emphasized some out of the infinite aspects of the Divine. 

But when by the process of time, fallen from the true ideals and rules of 

conduct and devoid of the spirit of renunciation, addicted only to blind        

usages, and degraded in intellect, the descendants of the Aryans failed to 
appreciate even the spirit of these Puranas etc. which taught people of      

ordinary intelligence the abstruse truths of Vedanta in concrete form and   

diffuse language and appeared antagonistic to one another on the surface, 

because of each inculcating with special emphasis only particular aspects of 
the spiritual ideal— 
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And when, as a consequence, they reduced India, the fair land of religion, to a scene of 

almost infernal confusion by breaking up piecemeal the one Eternal Religion of the Vedas 

(Sanatana Dharma), the grand synthesis of all the aspects of the spiritual ideal, into   
conflicting sects and by seeking to sacrifice one another in the flames of sectarian hatred 

and intolerance—Then it was that Sri Ramakrishna incarnated himself in India in order to 

demonstrate what the true religion of the Aryan race is; to show where amidst all its 

many divisions and offshoots, scattered over the land in the course of its immemorial  

history, lies the true unity of the Hindu religion, which by its overwhelming number of 
sects discordant to superficial view, quarrelling constantly with each other and abounding 

in customs divergent in every way, has constituted itself a misleading enigma for our 

countrymen and the butt of contempt for foreigners; and above all, to hold up before us, 

for our lasting welfare, as a living embodiment of the Sanatana Dharma, his own       
wonderful life into which he infused the universal spirit and character of this Dharma, so 

long cast into oblivion by the process of time. 

In order to show how the Vedic truths--eternally existent as the instrument with the 

Creator in His work of creation, preservation, and dissolution--reveal themselves       

spontaneously in the minds of the Rishis purified from all impressions of worldly           

attachment, and because such verification and confirmation of the scriptural truths will 
help the revival, reinstatement, and spread of religion--the Divine, though the very     

embodiment of the Vedas, in this His new incarnation has thoroughly discarded all       

external forms of learning. 

That the Divine incarnates again and again in human form for the protection of the   

Vedas or the true religion, and of Brahminhood or the ministry of that religion--is a doc-
trine well established in the Puranas etc. 

The waters of a river falling in a cataract acquire greater velocity, the rising wave after 
a hollow swells higher; so after every spell of decline, the Aryan society recovering from 

all the evils by the merciful dispensation of Providence has risen 

the more glorious and powerful--such is the testimony of       

history. 

After rising from every fall, our revived society is expressing 

more and more its innate eternal perfection, and so also the   
omnipresent Divine Being in each successive incarnation is 

manifesting Himself more and more. 

Again and again has our country fallen into a swoon, as it 

were, and again and again has the Divine Being, by the manifestation of Himself,          

revivified her. 

But greater than the present deep dismal night, now almost over, no pall of darkness 

had ever before enveloped this holy land of ours. And compared with the depth of this 
fall, all previous falls appear like little hoof-marks. 

 

“Again and again 

has our country fallen 

into a swoon, as it 

were, and again and 

again has the Divine 

Being, by the       

manifestation of   

Himself, revivified 

her.” 
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Therefore, before the effulgence of this new awakening, the 

glory of all past revivals in her history will pale like stars be-

fore the rising sun; and compared with this mighty manifesta-
tion of renewed strength, all the many past epochs of such 

restoration will be as child's play. 

The various constituent ideals of the Religion Eternal, during 

its present state of decline, have been lying scattered here 

and there for want of competent people to realize them--some 

being preserved partially among small sects and some com-
pletely lost. 

But strong in the strength of this new spiritual renaissance, 
people—after reorganizing these scattered and disconnected 

spiritual ideals—will be able to comprehend and practice them in their own lives and 

also to recover from oblivion those that are lost. And as the sure pledge of this glori-

ous future, the all-merciful Divine Being has manifested in the present age, as stated 
above, an incarnation which in point of completeness in revelation, its synthetic har-

monizing of all ideals, and its promoting of every sphere of spiritual culture, surpasses 

the manifestations of all past ages. 

So at the very dawn of this momentous epoch, the reconciliation of all aspects and 

ideals of religious thought and worship is being proclaimed; this boundless, all-

embracing idea had been lying inherent, but so long concealed, in the Religion Eternal 
and its scriptures, and now rediscovered, it is being declared to humanity in a trumpet 

voice. 

This epochal new dispensation is the harbinger of great good to the whole world, 

specially to India; and the inspirer of this dispensation, Sri Ramakrishna, is the re-

formed and remodeled manifestation of all the past great epoch-makers in religion. 
Have faith in this and lay it to heart. 

The dead never return; the past night does not reappear; a spent-up tidal wave 
does not rise anew; neither does a person inhabit the same body over again. So from 

the worship of the dead past, we invite you all to the worship of the living present; 

from the regretful brooding over bygones, we invite you to the activities of the pre-

sent; from the waste of energy in retracing lost and demolished pathways, we call you 
back to broad new-laid highways lying very near. Those that are wise, let them under-

stand. 

Of that power, which at the very first impulse has roused distant echoes from all the 

four quarters of the globe, conceive in your mind the manifestation in its fullness; and 

discarding all idle misgivings, weaknesses, and the jealousies characteristic of en-

slaved peoples, come and help in the turning of this mighty wheel of the new dispen-
sation! 

With the conviction firmly rooted in your heart that you are the servants of the Lord, 

His children, helpers in the fulfillment of His purpose, enter the arena of work. 
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